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Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  report  on  the  Health 
and  Sanitation  of  the  Borough  of  Penryn  during  i960. 

The  year  was  a  healthy  one  with  no  epidemic  disease  of 
any  kind.  It  is  to  he  hoped  that  this  temporary  freedom 
from  epidemics  will  not  encourage  a  false  sense  of  security. 
While  the  rate  of  protection  against  poliomyelitis  among  the 
under  sixteens  is  sufficiently  high  this  is  far  from  being 
the  case  among  those  over  16.  Against  diphtheria  no  section 
of  the  community  is  adequately  protected. 

It  is  depressing  to  find  that  after  Ik  years  of  house 
building  there  are  still  l6l  families  on  the  waiting  list 
for  council  houses  and  it  is  quite  certain  that  if  rents 
were  not  so  high  the  list  would  be  considerably  larger. 

I  am  happy  once  more  to  take  this  opportunity  of 
recording  my  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the 
Health  Committee  for  their  consideration  and  support 
throughout  the  year  and  to  Mr.  Armstrong  and  his  staff  for 
their  loyal  co-operation. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

V.  E.  YiThitman, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


Except  where  otherwise  stated  the  figures  in  brackets  through¬ 
out  the  report  are  the  comparabl e  figures  for  1959* 

Area  acres  ••  .  721 

Population  ..  . .  . . 4330  (4350) 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  ••  .  •  .  1418  (1459) 

Rateable  Value  . .  ..  , .  .  „  *  •  »•  £46,695  (£4l,56l) 

Product  of  penny  rate  £172-18-10 (£164-13-6) 


Number  of  houses  built  or  under  construction  since 

.1945  491  (441) 

Number  of  families  on  waiting  list  for  houses  l6l  (180) 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Live  Births. 


Moles  34  (36) 

Females 

30 

(33) 

Total  64 

(69) 

Registrar  General’s  Area 

Comparability 

Factor 

0.95 

(0.95) 

Birth  rate,  per  1,000  population,  Penryn 

14.0 

(15-1) 

Birth  rate,  per  1,000  population,  England 

and  Wales 

17.1 

(I6.5) 

Illegitimate  Live  Births 

Males  3  (3) 

Females 

— 

(i) 

Total  3 

(4) 

Percentage  of  total  live 

Births 

4»7 

(5.8) 

Still  Births. 

Males  -  (l) 

Females 

2 

(0) 

Total  2 

(1) 

Still  birth  rate,  per  1, 

000  all  births, 

,  Penryn 

30.3 

(14.3) 

Still  birth  rate,  per  1, 

000  all  births 

England  &  Wales  19*7 

(21,0) 

Deaths. 

Males  28  (l6) 

Females 

18 

(41) 

Total  46 

(57) 

Registrar  General’s  Area 

Comparability 

Factor 

lol4 

(1.14) 

Death  rate,  per  1,000  population,  Penryn 

Death  rate,  per  1,000  population,  England  and  Wales 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age . 

Males  2  (0) 


12.1  (15.0) 
11.5  (11.6) 


Females  0  (0) 

Total  2 

(0) 

per 

1,000  live  births,  Penryn 

31.1 

(0) 

per 

1,000  live  births,  England 

(22.2) 

and  Wales. 

21.7 
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Vital  Statistics  since  1950* 


The  figures  in  brackets  in  this  table  are  those  for  the  U.K. 


Birth  Rate 

Death 

Rate 

Infant 

Mortality 

Still 

Birth 

Rate 

Rate. 

1950 

19.1 

(15.3; 

11.6 

(11.6) 

NIL 

(29.6) 

NIL 

(22.7) 

1951 

17.5 

(15.5) 

11.2 

(12.5) 

41.7 

(29.7) 

27.0 

(23.0) 

1952 

19.5 

(15-3) 

10.1 

(11.3) 

24.7 

(27.6) 

14.0 

(22.7) 

1953 

17.0 

(15.5) 

13.2 

(11.4) 

27.8 

(26.8) 

14.0 

(22.5) 

1954 

19.9 

(15.2) 

11.4 

(11.3) 

56.1 

(25.4) 

21.2 

(23.5) 

1955 

21.4 

(15.0) 

12.0 

(11.7) 

40.8 

(24.9) 

20.0 

(23.2) 

1956 

16«9 

(15.6) 

12.7 

(11.7) 

25.6 

(23.7) 

12.7 

(22.9) 

1957 

16.9 

(l6c l) 

13.2 

(11.5) 

26.0 

(23.1) 

37.5 

(22.5) 

1958 

15-8 

(16,4) 

12.9 

(11.7) 

41.7 

(22.6) 

76.9 

(21.6) 

1959 

15.1 

(16,5) 

15.0 

(11.6) 

NIL 

(22. 2) 

14.3 

(21.0) 

I960 

14.0 

(17.1) 

11.5 

(11.5) 

pl«  1 

(21.7) 

30.3 

(19.7) 

ANALYSIS 

I  OP  CAUSE 

OP  DEATH. 

1955  1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

I960 

Tuberculosis 

,  respiratory 

1 

2 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Tuberculosis 

,  other 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

Syphilitic  disease 

- 

1 

— 

— 

- 

— 

Diphtheria 

- 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

'//hooping  Gough 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  infections 

- 

— 

1 

— 

- 

- 

Ac  ute 

poliomyelitis 

- 

— 

- 

- 

— 

— 

Measles 

— 

— 

- 

-- 

— 

— 

Other  infectious  and 
parasitic  diseases 

— 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

Malignant  neoplasm, 
stomach 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

2 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung, 

bronchus 

1 

— 

1 

4 

1 

2 

Malignant  neoplasm, 

breast 

1 

- 

1 

— 

4 

— 

Malignant  neoplasm, 

uterus 

1 

- 

1 

- 

— 

1 

Other  malignant  and 
lymphatic  neoplasms 

4 

4 

4 

10 

9 

7 
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1955  1956  1957  1958  1959  I960 


Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 
Diabetes 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous 

system  9 

Coronary  disease  5 

Hypertension  with  heart  dine ''.sc  1 
Other  circulatory  disease 


Other  heart  disease 


d irrhoea 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

Pregnancy,  childbirth, 
abort  ion 

Congenital  malformations 

Other  defined  and  illdefined 

d iseases 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 
All  other  accidents 
Suicide 

Homicide  and  operations  of 

war 


2 

6 


Influenza 

Pneumonia  3 

Bronchitis  1 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory 

system  1 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  - 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and 


11 

3 

3 

4 

8 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 


1 


1 

4 


10 

ii 


2 

5 


2 

1 


3 

1 

2 


2 

9 

1 

3 

7 


1 


7 

1 

1 


15 

9 


1 

1 

2 


7 

6 


4 

6 


2 

1 


1 


0+ 

1-4 

5-14 
15  -  24 
25  -  44 
45  -  64 
65  -  74 
75+ 


49  50 


DEATHS  IN  AGE  GROUPS. 


M. 

P. 

2 

(-) 

- 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

— 

(1) 

— 

(-) 

- 

(-) 

1 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

1 

(-) 

- 

(-) 

11 

(6) 

1 

(7) 

7 

(5) 

6 

(14) 

6 

(5) 

11 

(19) 

28 

(16) 

18 

(41) 

50  49  57  46 


Total. 


2 

(-) 

- 

(1) 

— 

(-) 

1 

(-) 

1 

(-) 

12 

(13) 

13 

(19) 

17 

(24) 

46 

(57) 
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PERINATAL  MORTALITY,  I960 . 


Ponulat ion 

Mid.  I960. 

Live 

Births 

St  ill 
Births 

Death  within 

7  days. 

Perinatal 

Mortality 

Fa lmouth 

16,630 

231 

4 

7 

46.8 

Penryn 

4,330 

64 

2 

1 

45*6 

Truro  City 

13,570 

174 

3 

3 

33.9 

Truro  Rural 

26,550 

413 

8 

3 

26.1 

Health  Area 

61,080 

882 

17 

14 

,34.  5 

Cornwall:  Perinatal  Morta 

lity  i960 

30.6 

England  &  Wales :  Perinatal  Mortality  I960  32*9 

Both  the  infant  deaths  were  due  to  pneumonia.  One  was  a 
weakly  premature  infant  whose  chances  of  survival  were  very  slight 
from  the  beginning.  The  other  died  within  2  days  of  birth  in 
hospital.  The  adolescent  death  was  due  to  drowning.  Of  the 
eleven  male  deaths  between  45  and  64  years  of  age,  5  were  due  to 
malignant  disease  and  4  to  cardiac  conditions. 


GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  THE  HEALTH 


SERVI; 


3E. 


1 .  Clinics . 

Infant  Welfare  Clinic 

49  (48)  sessions  were  held  at  which  there  were  1041  (976) 
attendances.  The  average  was  thus  about  21  (20)  per  session. 
Dental  Clinic. 


Expectant  &  Pre-School  School 

Nur sing  mothers  Children  Children 


Number 

inspected 

5 

(6) 

10 

(11) 

476 

(1041+) 

Number 

requiring  treatment 

5 

(6) 

10 

(11) 

346 

(7  44) 

Number 

treated 

2 

(6) 

3 

(11) 

99 

(170) 

Number 

attendances 

15 

(23) 

13 

(22) 

327 

(257) 

The  Penryn  dental  clinic  hod  to  be  closed  in  August  ISoO  owing 
to  shortage  of  staff* 

2«  Ambulance  Service  and  Hospital  Car  Service. 


These  services  are  supplied  by  Falmouth 
3 *  Home  Help  Service . 

During  the  year  6  (7)  maternity  and  58  (58)  other  cases  were 

given  help  in  their  own  homes . 

4*  After-Care . 

extra  nourishment  were  made  during  the  year. 
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Nursing  Midwifery  and  Health  Visiting „ 


2254 

General  cases  57 

Nursing  Visits  1,001 

Midwifery  cases  72 

Midwifery  visits  1,467 

Ante-Natal  visits  443 

Home  visits  to  children 

under  5  2,86l 

Home  nursing  visits  to 

old  persons  1,015 

Health  visits  to  old 
persons 


1953 

1956 

1957 

1258 

1959 

i960 

151 

297 

153 

130 

126 

97 

1,066 

3,801 

3,626 

3,619 

3,428 

2,888 

80 

57 

58 

51 

46 

44 

1,672 

1,157 

1,268 

1,031 

1,009 

850 

555 

477 

584 

529 

490 

472 

3,491 

2,925 

2,743 

3,102 

2,405 

2,454 

360 

1,460 

1,773 

2,308 

2,765 

2,157 

. 

590 

Miss  5.  J.  Jennings,  Assistant  County  Nursing  Officer  reports : 

The  general  nursing,  midwifery  and  health  visiting  remained 
about  the  same  level  as  in  1959° 

The  Meals  on  Wheels  service  continued  and  although  the  numbers 
taking  the  meals  have  not  been  great  a  need  has  been  met  and  the 

Nurses  and  Health  Visitors  hope  the  service  will  continue. 

Protection  by  immunisation  against  diphtheria,  whooping  cough 
and  tetanus  for  children  under  5  years  of  age,  although  slightly 
improved,  is  still  at  a  dangerously  low  level.  Diehtheria, 
whooping  cough  and  tetanus  still  kill. 

PREVALENCE  nNP  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

1  case  of  erysipelas  in  a  female  of  age  unknown  was  notified 
during  the  year.  No  other  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  notified. 


Vaccination  against  Pol i o my e litis. 


By  the  end  of  I960  1533  (1512)  persons  had  received  at  least 

2  doses  of  poliomyelitis  vaccine  and  of  these  1027  (749)  had  had 

3  doses.  Details  are  as  follows: 


Children  under  18. 

16-25 

Expectant 

Others 

Total. 

Mothers . 

2 

doses 

243 

112 

18 

133 

506 

3 

doses 

814 

109 

27 

77 

1027 

15  33 

No  case  of  the  disease  was  notified  during  the  year. 


The  number  of  children  under  16  years  of  age  protected  by 
vaccination  against  poliomyelitis  represents  well  over  90>o  of  all 
the  children  in  this  age  group.  The  figures  in  the  other  groups 
are  much  lower  than  I  should  like. 
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Immunisat ion  against  Diphtheria . 

During  the  year  53  (56)  children  under  five  were  immunised 
against  Diphtheria  and  104  (113)  booster  doses  were  given. 

On  the  31st  December,  the  estimated  number  of  children  between 
the  ages  of  1  year  and  5  years  in  Penryn  was  287  (290),  of  those 


182  (173)  or  63,4?0  (59o  1%)  had 

been  immunised. 

This 

figure  is 

far  too  low. 

Vaccination  against  Smallpox, 

Under  1 

1-4  5-14 

15+ 

Total. 

Number  vaccinated  1 

11  2 

6 

20 

Number  re-vaccinated 

1  2 

4 

7 

TUBERCULOSIS. 


Age  Group 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Under  15 

Pu Imo  na  r v 

M  P 

Pulmonary 

M  P 

15  -  kh 

—  ~ 

—  — 

45  -  64 

1 

1 

65  and  over 

—  — 

—  — 

1 

1 

1 

— 

There  were  no  new  cases  of  or  deaths  from  non-pulmonary 
tuberculosis.  On  tne  31st  December,  there  were  40  (42)  respiratory 
and  11  (ll)  non-respira tor-y  cases  on  the  registerD 
Pate  per  1,000  population,  Penryn  11.8  (1202) 

Rote  per  1,000  population,  Cornwall  6.15  (7c 2) 

Up  to  31st  December  555  (457) children  96  (91)  of  them  contacts 
with  cases  of  tuberculosis  had  received  E.C.  G,  vacc inat:.c*na .  459  (366) 
were  dealt  with  under  the  scheme  for  school  leavers. 
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BOROUGH  OF  PSNRYN. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING 

31st  DECEMBER,  i960. 


Mr*  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  annual  report  for  i960,  although  I 
cannot  report  anything  spectacular,  I  feel  general  progress 
has  bec-n  maintained,  and  conditions  have  improved  within 
the  Borough. 

I  am, 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  Armstrong, 

Public  Health  Inspector. 

INSPECTION  &  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD . 

Milk. 

All  milk  sold  within  the  Borough  is  Pasteurised,  Tuberculin 
Tested  or  Tuberculin  Tested  (Pasteurised).  There  are  7 
registered  retailers  distributing  within  the  area. 

Ice  Cream. 

24  premises  are  registered  to  retail  ice  cream,  in  20  cases 
pre-packed . 

Other  Foods • 

10  Certificates  were  issued  in  connection  with  the  voluntary 
surrender  of  unsound  food,  comprising  6b  tins  of  various  foods 
weighing  88  lbs. 

Meat . 

There  are  4  butchers  shops,  all  supplies  are  obtained  from 
outside  the  Borough, 

STORAGE,  PREPARATION  &  DISTRIBUTION  OF  FOOD . 

There  are  63  premises  handling  food  supplies,  as  follows 


General  Provisions,  including  open  foods.  23 
Bakehouses  3 
Bakers  &  Confectioners  (retail)  4 
Sweetshops  9 
Dairy  1 
Fish  &  Chips  4 
Greengrocers  5 
Licensed  Premises  (2  serving  meals)  10 
Fish  (retail  &  wholesale)  1 
Wholesale  dairy  1 
Butchers  4 
Wholesale  food  supplier  1 
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Within  the  scope  of  the  Pood  Hygiene  Regulations  improvements 
we re  made  in  3  premises  for  the  storage  of  unwrapped  foods,  in 
another  hot  water  was  provided,  and  in  a  third  various  repairs 
for  improved  cleanliness.  I  feel  persuasion  and  possibly  education 
has  been  effective  in  many  small  improvements. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  water  supplied  by  the  Falmouth  Water  Undertaking  has 
been  entirely  satisfactory  in  quality  and  quantity.  2  properties 
with  a  previous  unsatisfactory  s upply  were  connected  to  the  main. 

DRAINAGE  &  SEWERAGE . 

The  sewage  which  is  collected  at  the  pumping  station  in 
Commercial  Road,  is  pumped  to  the  Falmouth  Council’s  sewer  in 
Trescobeas  Road,  continues  to  work  most  satisfactory.  New 
properties  in  Poltair  Drive  and  one  in  Tremoughdale  could  not 
be  sewered  and  have  septic  tank  systems.  Sewers  were  laid  to 
drain  estates  at  Green  Lane  and  Permarin  Road. 

64  inspections  of  drainage  systems  were  made. 

A  survey  of  the  river  frontage  noted  28  connections  to  the 
river,  a  scheme  was  prepared  to  sewer  Eastwood  Road,  which  would 
eliminate  8  and  provide  main  drainage  facilities  for  proposed 
factory  extensions. 

Closet  Accommodation • 

With  the  exception  of  some  8  properties  on  the  fringe  of 
the  Borough  all  are  on  water  carriage  system  and  the  majority 
connected  to  the  Council’s  sewer. 

VERDIN  AND  INFESTATION  CONTROL . 

Rodents . 

In  connection  with  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act, 

222  premises  were  treated  for  minor  infestations  of  rats  or  mice. 

In  addition  regular  inspections  were  mode  and  necessary  action 
taken  at  the  refuse  tip  and  along  the  river  banks. 

No  charges  were  made  for  treatment  carried  out  at  dwelling 
houses.  One  sewer  maintenance  treatment  was  carried  out  when  70 
manholes  were  baited  and  small  takes  recorded  in  2  manholes  in 
St.  Thomas  Street  area. 
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Insects  * 


3  houses  were  disinfested  primarily  for  fleas.  Considerable 
attention  was  given  to  the  fly  nuisance  at  the  Bissom  Area.  58 
wasp  nests  were  destroyed. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING . 

* 

Refuse  Collection . 

Refuse  is  collected  weekly  from  all  dwelling  houses  and  trade 
premises  within  the  Borough,  1223  loads  were  deposited  at  the  tip. 
The  abnormal  fly  menace  during  the  summer  caused  the  Bissom  tip? 
some  25C  yards  from  the  housing  estate*  to  be  closed.  Truro 
Rural  District  Council  generously  received  the  refuse  at  their 
Bissoe  site,  until  firm  arrangements  were  made  with  the  Falmouth 
Corporation  to  use  their  Trescobeas  tip. 

165  notices  were  served  upon  owners  to  provide  properly 
covered  bins  to  their  property. 

Street  Cleansing . 

There  are  10.6  miles  of  streets  within  the  Borough.  8  miles 
are  swept  as  follows:-  2,2  daily;  1.3  twice  weekly;  3  weekly; 
and  1,5  occasionally.  The  centre  of  the  town  receives  some 
attention  twice  daily.  The  regular  staff  consists  of  two  sweepers 
Yi/orking  on  a  bean  system,  equipped  with  street  orderly  carts,  'with 
additional  assistance  especially  Saturday  mornings.  Concrete  litter 
containers  are  available  in  various  parts  of  the  town  for  temporary 
storage  of  sweepings.  There  are  10  litter  bins  readily  available 
and  these  are  regularly  emptied. 

Public  Conveniences, 

4  in  number  situated  in  Trelawney  Park,  Town  Quay,  Glasney 
Playing  field  and  under  the  Town  Hall  in  Market  Street.  They  are 
cleaned  daily,  nine  acts  of  wilful  damage  were  repaired. 

Consideration  was  given  to  the  unsatisfactory  accommodation 
in  the  centre  of  the  town.  The  existing  premises  cannot  be 
improved  owing  to  the  very  limited  accommodo tion  and  dangerous 
position  from  a  road  safety  point  of  view,  an  alternative  site 
has  not  yet  been  found-. 


10  - 


”3  *pm  M 


. 


* 

♦ 

.  • 


i.r  <  etm  inl  H 


» 


HOUSING. 


There  are  1418  habitable  dwellings  within  the  Borough.  523 
owned  by  the  Council.  During  the  year  28  private  dwellings  were 
completed  bnt  no  council  houses  although  the  development  of  the 
Permarin  estate  was  well  advanced. 

Clearance  Areas  -  Unfit  Houses » 

27  of  the  30  houses  scheduled  in  Clearance  Areas  Nos.  4,  5, 

6  &  7  were  confirmed  for  demolition.  The  remaining  3  were  subject 
to  an  improvement  scheme.  The  tenants  are  being  rehoused,  as 
suitable  accommodation  becomes  available.  Action  was  taken  in 
connection  with  the  6  houses  in  Grays  Yard.  Demolition  Orders 
were  placed  upon  these  properties.  There  are  now  14  houses 
awaiting  final  consideration  to  complete  the  5  year  programme, 
although  the  number  of  houses  dealt  with  has  exceeded  the  number 
scheduled  by  additional  properties  during  the  period. 

Improvement  Grants . 

1  Discretionary  and  11  Standard  Grants  have  been  approved. 

Re -Ho us ing . 

Every  opportunity  is  taken  to  rehouse  families  to  accommodation 
more  suitable  for  their  needs.  The  housing  of  elderly  persons, 
single  persons,  and  families  of  2  whatever  age  presents  a  very 
difficult  problem-, 

The  general  waiting  list  remained  steady  during  the  year 
approximately  lol. 

Housing  Acts,  1956,  19 57  and  Pu b  1 ic  Health  Acts 1 9 36 . 

As  a  result  of  informal  action  repairs  hove  been  carried  out 
to  6  houses. 

Rents  Act,  1959 0 

No  applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  were  received. 
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FACTORIES  &  WORKSHOPS  ACTS . 

Inspections  of  the  factories  included  in  the  Register  were 

made  a 

INSPECTIONS. 

Premises  No.  on  No.  of  Written  Prosecuted. 

Register.  Inspect.  Notices. 


1.  Factories  in  which  Sections 

1,  2,  3>  &  6  are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authority 

2.  Factories  not  included  in  (l) 

in  which  Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  31 

3o  Other  premises  in  which  Section 
7  is  enforced  by  the  Local 
authority  (except  out-workers’ 
premises) 


TOTAL 


31 


20  1 


20  1 


The  defective  W.C«  accommodation  was  repaired. 
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